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PSM is one of many publ ic private partnerships in the 
patient s afety s pace.

● Perform much of the public documentation of 
counterfeit incidents.

● Conduct research faster than U.S. government 
agencies.

● Has the ability to operate without restrictions 
that constrain government agencies.
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Publicizing successes and influencing outcomes
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Terms of pending plea deal with U.S. 
Department of Justice for Kris Thorkelson
● Six months house arrest and four and a 

half years of probation;
● a $250,100 fine; and
● Turn over records and cooperate in future 

investigations.

The plea agreement does not require him to:
● serve any jail time;
● surrender his pharmacy license;
● enter a guilty plea of selling counterfeit 

drugs.
He is not prohibited from holding any kind of 
pharmacy license or starting a new pharmacy 
business to export to America.

Thorkelson’s company, CanadaDrugs, continues to 
hold provincial wholesale pharmacy licenses and a 
Canadian Federal manufacturing pharmacy license.



5



Part of the FDA’s Alert network that circulates 
alerts about drug recalls 
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Materials to help educate consumers and healthcare 
professionals that interact with them. 
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What can we do?

Distribute our materials to consumers and 
pharmacists (we print them at cost for you!)

Re-share our materials on social media

Print materials:
editors@safemedicines.org

mailto:editors@safemedicines.org
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Pills have been found in 43 states, with 
deaths reported in 22 – March 2018

Research: Fentanyl-laced counterfeit

Full report: “Forty Three States and Counting” at www.safemedicines.org



Tosh Ackerman of Aptos, CA

The evening of October 27, 2015, 29-
year-old Aptos, California resident Tosh 
Ackerman took a benadryl and part of a 
Xanax pill to help him sleep. He never 
woke up, and his girlfriend found him 
dead the next day.
Investigation showed that Ackerman’s 
Xanax was counterfeit. It contained a 
fatal dose of fentanyl.
Carrie is an active speaker to schools 
and the media.  You can reach her at 
ToshsStory@gmail.com
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47 of the 50 most 
frequently prescribed 
medications in the U.S. are 
available in cheaper 
generic form.

Americans pay less for 
most commonly prescribed 
generic medications than 
Canadians do.
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Teach consumers how to save money safely so they don’t 
buy off the black market.



Patient Safety Organizations (PSOs)

The Patient Safety and Quality Improvement Act 
of 2005 (Patient Safety Act) authorized the 
creation of PSOs to improve quality and safety by 
reducing the incidence of events that adversely 
affect patients.
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A secure place to improve qual i ty and safety

The Patient Safety Act and Rule makes PSWP 
privileged and confidential. Subject to certain 
specific exceptions, Patient Safety Work Product 
may not be used in criminal, civil, administrative, 
or disciplinary proceedings.

It is usually de-identified, but can sometimes be 
identifiable health information subject to the 
same HIPAA (healthcare privacy) rules.
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Thank you
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