JIFSAN-CFS3 Advisory Council Annual Symposium

From Data to Decisions:  AI Transforming Food Safety and Nutrition

 College Park Marriott Hotel & Conference Center
College Park, Maryland USA

October 21-22, 2026

Agenda


8:00 AM		Breakfast and Registration

Day 1:  Morning

Session Title:  	Human vs. Machine or Working Smarter Together

9:00 – 9:10		Welcome and Introduction –Why Are We Here?
			Kevin Boyd, Chair Program Committee, Hershey, Hershey, Pennsylvania

9:10 – 9:55 		Keynote:  AI – Looking Forward of Where We’re Going
			David Michaels
			Senior Account Executive
			Amazon

			Sujatha Dantuluri
			Amazon	
 

9:55 – 10:25 	The Human Advantage in the Age of AI – Reimagining the Way we Work
Patrizia Barone
Head of Regulatory Sciences – North America
Unilever, Englewood Cliffs, New Jersey

10:25 – 10:45	Break
10:45 – 11:20 	Prompting, Costs Effective Use of AI, and How to Choose Specific Models
Sujatha Dantuluri - Amazon
 

11:20 – 12:00	The Future of AI in Food Systems: Opportunities and Challenges for Human Technical Experts to Work Alongside AI Tools
Amarda Shehu
Vice President and Chief AI Officer
George Mason University, Fairfax, Virginia	


12:00 – 1:00	Lunch

Day 1:  Afternoon
Session Title:  	AI for Food Safety and Nutrition: Industry and Government Use Cases

1:00 – 1:30	AI Tools in Evidence Synthesis
Seneca Fitch
Director, Health Sciences
ToxStrategies, McKinney, Texas

1:30 – 2:00	Getting AI-Ready: Building the Data and Systems Foundation for Predictive Food Safety
Mara McVay
Senior Director Processing & Quality System
Conagra, Chicago, Illinois
		
2:00 – 2:30	Retail Perspective on Food Safety AI Uses
Allison Jennings
Vice President, Food Safety
Meijer
Grand Rapids, Michigan	
			
2:30 – 3:00 		Break
3:00 – 3:30	Dietitian on Nutrition AI Uses
Britt Burton-Freeman
		
3:30– 4:10	FDA Case Studies
· AI Trust and Transparency Frameworks
· Validating AI Summaries of Information Extracted from Manuscripts Related to Nutrients
Martine Ferguson
Food and Drug Administration

· AI Applications for Enhanced Food Safety and Nutrition
· AI Assisted Complaint Triage
Yu Wang
Food and Drug Administration

· AI Integration in Regulatory Decision-Making Processes
· Use of GIS to Determine Foot Traffic and Operational Status
Wade Huang
Food and Drug Administration	
	
4:10 – 4:40	WILEE Evolved: Expanding AI's Role in Food Safety Regulation
Ernest Kwegyir-Afful
Branch Chief, Hazard Assessment and Analytics Branch
Food and Drug Administration, College Park, Maryland	

4:40 – 4:45		Wrap-Up

Day 2:  Morning

8:00 AM		Breakfast and Registration

9:00			Welcome 
			Kevin Boyd, Chair Program Committee, Hershey, Hershey, Pennsylvania

Session Title:  		Trust, Watchouts, Reliability Checks, and Moving to Regulatory Use

Introduction to the Session
Steve Musser
Associate Commissioner for Human Foods Research
Deputy Commissioner for Human Foods Immediate Office
Human Foods Program
Food and Drug Administration, College Park, Maryland

9:30 – 10:00		"Validation of AI Agents – Best Practices
			Isaac Wilks
                                    Co-Founder
			Human Chemical Co, San Francisco, California
			San Francisco, California

10:00 – 10:40		NIST’s Pre-Standardization Research Into Trustworthy AI						Craig Schlenoff
                                    Chief, Artificial Intelligence, Measurement, and 	
                                    Standards Division
			National Institute of Standards and Technology
			Department of Commerce
			Gaithersburg, Maryland	

10:40 – 11:00	Break

11:00 – 11:30		Legal Case for Responsible AI:  Managing Risk, Privacy & Trust
Robert Lawton Sr.
Director., Associate General Counsel, Salty, Privacy, Security & Risk
The Hershey Company, Hershey, Pennsylvania


11:30 – 11:55 PM	Panel Discussion – Moderator:  Kevin Boyd
The Road ahead: Building Trust in AI for Critical Food Safety Decisions?

Steve Musser, Isaac Wilks, Craig Schlenoff, Robert Lawton

11:55 – 12:00	Wrap-up and Closing Remarks
Kevin Boyd, Chair Program Committee, Hershey, Hershey, Pennsylvania

